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TILLMAN M. ERB 
1865-1929 


Pau Erp 


One of the outstanding leaders who 
helped to develop a number of scattered 
frontier settlements on the Great Plains 
into efficient conferences with a mis- 
sionary and educational program of their 
own was Tillman M. Erb. He was born 
on a farm west of Mt. Joy, Lancaster 
County, Pa., on Nov. 3, 1895, but at the 
age of nineteen went to Harvey County, 
Kansas, where his father, Deacon Jacob 
B. Erb, settled on a farm near Newton 
and helped to establish on the raw 
prairies one of the pioneer Mennonite 
settlements, the Pennsylvania congrega- 
tion, so named because of the origin of the 
settlers. Almost two years later, in 1885, 
Tillman married a Lancaster County girl, 
Lizzie Ann Hess, of Ephrata, whom he 
had met when she came to Kansas to visit 
her brothers. 

Herein there is a figure. For while he 
labored to develop the church in his own 
section, he always had an eye to the 
larger unity of the church. Ile was 
interested in bringing the Kansas-Ne- 
braska Conference into the fellowship of 
the developing General Conference. 
When he helped to start the Kansas City 
Mission, he was concerned to bring it 
under the supervision of the general 
Mission Board. When he became a prime 
mover for a school in the West, he carried 
the petition to the annual meeting of the 
Mennonite Board of Education. He was 
always an advocate of such movements 
as the organization of the Mennonite 
Publication Board. He was one of the 
young men whom John §S. Coffman 
called to sit on the platform of the 
Prairie Street Church that memorable 
evening when our first foreign mission- 
aries were chosen. !!e was very much a 
Kansan, but no less a man of broad 
vision and wide interests. 

Brother Erb and his wife were con- 
verted shortly after their marriage, and 
became members of the Pennsylvania 
congregation between Newton and lHless- 
ton, being baptized by Bishop Brundage, 
July 31, 1887. Except for five years at 
Harper, Kansas, they were at home in 
this congregation the rest of their days. 
In 1890 Bro. Erb was elected Sunday- 
school superintendent. On June 18, 1893, 
he was ordained to the ministry by Bishop 
B. F. Hamilton. Soon afterwards with 
R. J. Heatwole, lay evangelist, he toured 
isolated districts of the area. They 
traveled by horse and buggy, often driv- 
ing thirty to fifty miles a day. Services 
were held in schoolhouses and homes. 


Tillman M. Erb 


lor many years he drove to meet appoint- 
ments in Kansas and Oklahoma churches. 
One of the writer's early memories is 
what seemed to him a dangerous cross 
ing with his father in a buggy through 
the waters of the Salt Fork near Jet, 
Okla. On Oct. 23, 1898, he was chosen 
by lot and ordained to the office of bishop, 
with S. C. Miller and Albrecht Schiffler 
officiating. In his diary he wrote in his 
usual succinct style: “Thus the Lord 
has called me to the most important office 
of the church. May we prove efficient 
and true workers for Him.” Ile ex- 
ercised the bishop functions in a number 
of congregations in Kansas, Oklahoma, 
and states farther west. He was active 
in the Kansas-Nebraska and later the 
Missouri-Kansas conferences, serving a 
number of times as moderator. He did 
some evangelistic work. Although not a 
fluent speaker, in hundreds of sermons he 
sounded forth a clear, evangelical note. 
He knew and loved his Lord, and led 
many into a genuine Christian experience 
and service for the Lord. His forte, how- 
ever, was administration rather than 
preaching. 

As a means of livelihood Bro. Erb was 
a creamery man and later a dairy farmer. 
‘rom headquarters at Hesston he super- 
vised a_ string of skimming. stations. 
When the hand separators came in, he en- 
couraged farmers to buy them and di- 
versify their farming. He operated cream- 
eries at Newton and llarper. In_ this 
business he developed the abilities which 
the Lord was to use later in a church 
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‘Office Editor: Paul Erb. 


The Hearing of False 


Prophets or 
Antichrists 


An Anonymous Swiss Brethren Tract of 
about 1525-30 


TRANSLATED AND Epitep ny J. C. WENGER 


That which love both for God and for 
one’s neighbor prohibits or binds,—and 
on the contrary all that is mine is hostile 
(Matt. 5)—he who is a true Christian 
will not set aside nor wish to be free of. 
But now love commands (Matt. 7, 16) 
one to beware of the false prophets who 
come to us in sheep’s clothing (that is, 
attached to the letter) and who will in- 
deed not allow [the people] to follow 
freely but will bring them into subjection 
with the hypocrisy which they create. 
Yea, and what does God complain of 
more vigorously through almost all the 
prophets than that His people refuse to 
hear Him, but run after the false prophets 
who have nothing to offer them except 
the dreams and opinions of their own 
hearts (Jer. 23, 27; Ezek. 13). But would 
we expect the lambs of Christ to hearken 
to the voice of the hireling (John 10)? 
Would one indeed find the living Christ 
with the desolation and abomination of 
the dead Pharisees and scribes (Luke 
24)? Should not a people seek unto their 
God (Isaiah 8)? But should one seek 
the living among the dead (Matt. 26)? 
How does the sweet flour of Christ 
[agree] with the leaven of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees (Mark 16)? What con- 
cord hath Christ with Belial? And [what 
agreement hath] the temple of God with 
idols (II Cor. 6)? Or the yoke of Christ 
and that of the antichrist (Matt. 13). It 
would then be the case that idols might 
speak the Word of God, although it is 
written, The idols of the heathen are 
silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. 
Fyes have they but they see not, a mouth 
have they but they speak not, etc. (Psalm 
115). What profiteth the image that its 
maker hath carved? and the idol which 
manifests fraud,—upon which its maker 
trusteth, so that he maketh dumb idols? 
Woe unto him that saith to the wood, 
Awake; and to the dumb stone, Stand up, 
it shall teach something! Behold, it is 
laid over with silver and gold, and there 
is no breath in it (Hab. 2). It would 
then be the case that both the papists and 
Lutherans, yea all others also of their 
kind, preachers who proclaim letter for 
spirit, yea human commands for God’s 
commandment, and yet preach Christ so 
openly to such people; Ye generation of 
vipers, how can ye speak the good when 





ye are evil, for out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh (Matt. 12) ? 
For this reason therefore He also saith, 
Beware of the scribes who come to you in 
long garments, who receive greetings in 
the market, and take the chief seats in 
the synagogs, and the higher tables, and 
who devour widows’ houses, etc. (Mark 
12). Therefore Paul also says, Beware 
of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware 
of the concision, etc. (Phil. 3). But every- 
where it is said (so that one may indeed 
escape the persecution of the false proph- 
ets and avoid the cross) that such pro- 
hibition of love does not forbid a bodily 
following but only the attachment and 
consent of the heart. Therefore it is 
written, Prove all things, hold fast that 
which is good (I Thes. 2). Answer: 
whatever man would wantonly and know- 
ingly imbibe poison, imagining that his 
skill would prevent his being harmed, and 
would perish by his sportive act,—surely 
everyone would say that he perished by 
his wanton behavior. Whatever man 
would see openly before his eyes the fruit 
of an evil tree, or would see that many 
people died by eating of a certain food, 
and then would wish first of all to test 
the tree or the food as to whether they 
were evil or good, and would thereby 
poison himself,—surely every one would 
say that such a person had perished justly. 
Or would it be good, if a shepherd should, 
after a wolf had come among his sheep 
on two successive days and done great 
damage, on the third day make the wolf 
the keeper of the sheep in the hope that 
this time he would behave himself prop- 
erly? He who (after being su ficiently 
informed of evil) through a wanton run- 
ning after it wishes to make his own 
investigation, let him see to it that he 
does not plunge his neck into the pit 
which has been prepared, and_ perish 
wantonly in the prepared net. Every- 
where the apostles of the angel of dark- 
ness are now speaking, presenting them- 
selves as the apostles of Christ (II Co- 
rinthians 11), to all those who wish sin- 
cerely to walk in the way, These [sin- 
cere believers] ought to flee as birds to 
their mountain, for they bend their bow 
and lay their arrow upon it, so that in the 
darkness they may shoot the souls of the 
living and put them to death (Psalm 11). 
Indeed it does stand written, He shall give 
his angels charge over thee to bear thee 
up in their hands lest thou dash thy foot 
against a stone (Psalm 91), but it also 
stands written, Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God (Deut. 6). Had Dinah, 
Jacob’s daughter, remained at home and 
not strolled out to see the daughters of 
the land she would not have become a 
courtesan (Genesis thirty-four). But if 
anyone has such a great desire to listen 
to prophets who are known and demon- 
strated to be false, he is holding the very 
worst in his bosom. Insofar as he does 
not believe him he will be terrified by his 
ceaseless prattle so that he will not know 
how to escape,—just as it is said, one 
dare not set the louse on the fur, it will 


soon be inside. For this reason it is 
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Christian and prudent in these most 
evil days to do as Christ says, Then if 
any man shall say unto you, Lo, here 
is Christ, or there; believe it not. For 
there shall arise false Christs and false 
prophets, and shall do great signs and 
wonders, insomuch that if it were pos- 
sible they should deceive even the elect 
(Matthew twenty-four). The abomina- 
tion is now becoming evident in the holy 
place (Daniel 9, 11), and those who have 
posed for a long time as brethren are be- 
ginning to show openly their fury against 
the miserable, attacked flock of the Lord, 
so that by their own fruits, yea before 
all the world, they may be recognized 
and may make evident in deed that for a 
long time they have concealed themselves 
under the conceited sheep’s clothing of 
Scripture (Matthew 7). Yea, do thou as 
the Lord through Isaiah commands, say- 
ing, Go thou, O my people, into thy cham- 
ber and shut thy door after thee, and re- 
main hidden there for a little while until 
the wrath be passed over (Isaiah 26). 
For yet a little while and he that shall 
come will come and will not tarry. Now 
the just man shall live by his faith, but 
if any man draw back my soul shall have 
no pleasure in him (Hebrews 10). Yea, 
He saith, If the righteous man turn away 
from his piety, and live unjustly so that 
he practices all the abominations of the 
godless, shall that man live? (Ezekiel 18). 
But the God of peace and the Father of 
mercy shall graciously deliver both you 
and us from the present power of dark- 
ness and of the antichrist through the 
revelation of His Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen.—Reprinted from the Octo- 
ber, 1947, Mennonite Quarterly Review. 








A Statement 


STATEMENT CONCERNING A 
DIVISION IN THE MENNONITE 
CHURCH OF VIRGINIA IN THE 
YEAR 1825 AS MADE BY MAR- 
GARET BLOSSER, A DAUGHTER 
OF BISHOP PETER BURKHOLDER. 
SISTER BLOSSER WAS IN HER 
2ist YEAR AND HAD DISTINCT 
RECOLLECTION OF ALL THE IN- 
CIDENTS HEREIN DESCRIBED, 
SHE HAVING DIED ON APRIL 17th, 
1895, AT THE AGE OF 90 YEARS, 
6 MONTHS, AND 21 DAYS. 


* * * 


Early in the year 1825 there occurred 
in the Mennonite Church in Virginia a 
separation, which for the period of about 
five years divided the members into two 
factions that were about equal in num- 
ber. This estrangement came about by 
reason of one of the ministers, Frederick 
Rhodes, having for some time been at- 
tending some revival meetings held by 
United Brethren, but is said not to have 
taken any part in the meetings or ren- 
dered any assistance in the service; but 
others claimed that when he was called 
on he would sometimes lead in prayer. 








He appeared to be a man well read 
in the Bible, but was not always able to 
explain himself as was his desire to do. 
As far as known there was no objection 
to the doctrine he preached, but on ac- 
count of it becoming generally known 
that he had associated with the United 
Brethren in their meetings, and his man- 
ner of preaching becoming at times quite 
earnest and loud and seemingly in imita- 
tion of the loud and boisterous ways of 
the United Brethren in their meetings, 
a number of the Mennonite members 
became offended, and the feeling in 
time became so strong against him, that 
on Good Friday, April Ist, 1825, all the 
members who were offended met at the 
house of Jacob Blosser, where a letter 
was written, and all who agreed with the 
statements therein set forth signed their 
names to it. 

The request was then made by those 
who signed this letter that the ministers 
take charge of it and go around to all the 
members to see who would and who 
would not sign it. This the ministers all 
refused to do. Then to accomplish their 
object, Jacob Blosser and Gabriel Heat- 
wole went around with the letter and got 
what members they could, to put their 
names to it; so that in course of time the 
number of signers had reached about 
forty, which made about half of the 
Mennonite members in Rockingham and 
Augusta counties. A number of others 
signed who were children of parents 
belonging to the “offended party,” and 
who had united with the church after 
the division. 

The ministers who sided with the 
letter” or “offended party” were Bishop 
Henry Shank, his son “Hans” Jonn 
Shank, in Rockinghom County, and Isaac 
Roadcap in Augusta County—while the 
principal families who stood with them, 
were the Blossers, Wengers, Heatwoles, 
and Shanks. 

Some time after these troubles arose, 
the “offended party” selected Benjamin 
Wenger and Abraham Heatwole as candi- 
dates for the ministry, and in casting a 
lot, Benjamin Wenger was the one who 
was chosen and ordained. Some time 
afterwards the same party ordained to 
the ministry David Burkholder who then 
lived at a point east of Harrisonburg. 
Up until this time the Mennonites in 
Virginia had no regularly established 
meetinghouses! for holding public wor- 
ship, it being the custom to hold worship 
in private homes where it was most 
convenient for the people to come to- 
gether. The “offended party” had ten 
such homes for holding meeting and the 
rule was to meet every two weeks and 
all services were conducted in the Ger- 
man language. 

The ministers who had not sided with 
the “offended party” were Bishop Henry 
Rhodes,? Peter Burkholder, Daniel Good, 
and Frederick Rhodes of Rockingham 
County, and Michael Stauffer of Augusta 
County. As the membership adhering to 
them had only a few places where it was 
convenient to hold services, it was at 
about this time that the propriety of 
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building special houses for holding wor- 
ship was decided on. 

It was at this time that the first church 
at the Pike, then called Moyer’s Meeting- 
house, was built, which was in 1825. In 
the next year, 1826, another meeting- 
house was built at Weaver’s ... , and as 
the work and expense of building were 
borne mostly by the Burkholder family, 
it was for some years known as the 
Burkholder meetinghouse. The meeting- 
house at Trissels was built before the 
church was divided. It was in_ this 
neighborhood and in the lower Linville 
Creek valley that most of the Mennonites 
in Rockingham County then lived—it 
being the home of the Ackers, Beerys, 
Branners, Brennemans, Drivers, Geils, 
Holsingers, Minnicks, Funks, Showalters, 
and Shanks, with some of the Rhodeses. 

During the first three years of the 
division the strife and contention be- 
tween the two factions waxed warm and 
the heat of argument between individuals 
frequently brought unhappy occasions 
between families of the same name. 
David Burkholder, one of the newly or- 
dained ministers in the “offended party,” 
made the bold claim that their people 
were the true Mennonite Church in Vir- 
ginia and that their signed letter con- 
tained statements that would keep their 
children and generations that should live 
after them on the right side of the 
division. 

On another occasion Peter Burkholder 
“proved” to “Hans” John Shank that 
they were making an idol of their letter, 
and that they were only a “letter party” 
and could stand on no other name. As a 
reply to this they said their opposers 
could only stand as “Frederick people,” 
because they continued to fellowship with 
Frederick Rhodes and refused to dis- 
own him as a minister. 

After continuing in this unhappy state 
of division for at least five years, two 
ministers from Pennsylvania by the name 
of Smith and Sherrich came to Virginia 
with the view of establishing harmony 
between the two contending factions, but 
met with no success. 

Shortly after this another minister by 
the name of Peter Eby in company with 
three other ministers arrived from Penn- 
sylvania, and by their efforts peace and 
harmony were again restored in the 
Virginia Church. 

The two ministers who had been or- 
dained by the “offended party” and all 
the members they had admitted to fellow- 
ship were duly recognized, and Frederick 
Rhodes was also allowed to continue his 
ministry. The last four ministers who 
were in charge of the situation were in 
session at Weaver’s Church where an 
impartial hearing was given to both sides ; 
where in conclusion of the hearing, due 
notice was given that Frederick Rhodes 
had not transgressed the Gospel in attend- 
ing meetings and associating with the 
United Brethren, it being common at 
that time in Maryland and Pennsylvania 
for United Brethren ministers and Men- 
nonite ministers to travel together and 
hold joint meetings—and sometimes even 


commune together. The U.B.’s at that 
time were a plain people and _ spoke 
German like the Mennonites. 

These ministers also decided that ail 
those who had taken offense at Frederick 
Rhodes and signed the letter of April 
Ist, 1825, had withdrawn themselves not 
only from the Mennonite Church in Vir- 
ginia, but from the Church in Penn- 
sylvania and other states also. 

With this announcement, the seceding 
ones were admonished to admit their mis- 
take and be again reconciled to the 
Church. They were slow at first to accept 
this decision and some time was spent 
waiting, when at last Bishop Henry 
Shank arose as spokesman for the rest 
and said in German— 

“Shunst denn ist es shicklich das mir 
bei der Gemeinde stehn.” 

Bishop Eby quickly responded with: 
“Now sel iss en schéner Fuss.” 

It was from this meeting and the 
commendable step here taken by Bishop 
Henry Shank that the long-sought-ior 
reconciliation was accomplished and the 
Mennonite Church in Virginia once more 
became a unit. 

Written originally by Jonas Blosser as 
stated to him by his mother Margaret 
Blosser, and afterwards revised and re- 
written by L. J. Heatwole, May 3, 1895. 
Submitted for publication by Timothy 
Showalter, Broadway, Virginia. 


1 This is evidently in error as Trissels 
was built in 1822. 


2 This seems to be the only evidence 
that Henry Rhodes was a bishop. 


A HISTORIC LETTER BY 
GERHARD ROOSEN OF HAMBURG 
—ALTONA (1612-1711) 


Translated and Edited by 
Joun B. Mast 


The following letter written to the 
brotherhood in Alsace by the prominent 
Mennonite minister of northern Germany, 
Gerhard Roosen, in reply to a letter he 
had received from Christian Blum, was 
first published by Bishop Joseph Stucky 
of Illinois in July, 1871, in a_ booklet 
entitled Eine Begebenheit die sich in 
Deutschland und in der Schweiz von 
1693 bis 1700 sugetragen hat. The fourth 
edition of this booklet was published by 
L. A. Miller of Arthur, Illinois, in June, 
1936. It was also published with another 
collection of such letters at Kaiserslautern, 
Germany, in 1909, in Der Christliche 
Gemeinde Kalender. The editor of this 
Kalender had secured his ungedruckte 
Aktenstiicke (handwritten documents) 
from his intimate friend, Peter Kipfer, of 
Raingut near Langnau in the Emme 
Valley of Switzerland. This editor states 
that this collection of letters has been a 
well-preserved 90-page antique of the 
Kipfer family’s possession. In a footnote 
he also refers to Roosen’s unusual vitality, 
in that, at the age of eighty-five, he had 





traveled far into Frisia [probably afoot], 
a distance of a hundred and twenty miles, 
and that he died an accidental death at 
the age of ninety-nine years, eight and a 
half months. 

From the implication of his letter it 
appears as though uniform nonconformity 
of dress had not been generally practiced 
by the Mennonite brotherhood before 
the dawn of the eighteenth century, and 
was perhaps a greater issue in the Am- 
man-Reist controversy than is often rec- 
ognized. The letter follows: 


December 21, 1697 

Dear beloved friends: In my thoughts 
I have often been with you during this 
long wearisome war [French conquest of 
King Louis XIV], and have worried 
about your situation, for it must be diff- 
cult to maintain stability when one is 
obliged to flee here, and another there; 
which may eventually result in complete 
scatterment. For this reason I have for 
some time wished for an opportunity to 
write you a letter, but did not know how 
I might get it to you, for in the past 
year I have sent several letters to the 
Palatinate but had no response. Now 
today I received a letter from Christian 
Blum, in which he mentions the reasons 
for your reminiscence of me, and the 
consideration of gratitude given me at 
your conference. 

I have thus been attracted by an in- 
trinsic affection, and with my letter will 
also visit you again, although it cannot 
occur bodily, due to old age, the distance, 
and the dangers involved. Wherein | 
may well say with the Apostle Paul: For 
though I am absent in the flesh, yet in 
the Spirit | am present with you, through 
our common faith (Col. 2:5). It is 
painful for me to hear of your op- 
pression, while we are living undisturbed 
in both temporal and spiritual peace. In 
the temporal | hope you may soon have 
peace, provided it is not brought about 
by the so-called Christian persecution. 
[The term “Christian persecution” is not 
used here in the usual sense. The “op- 
pression” referred to above has to do with 
the French dragonnades, who were quar- 
tered in the homes of Protestants, and 
were free to disrupt family life by the 
disgrace and insult of the womenhood of 
their hosts; such disorders were sanc- 
tioned by rulers who posed as dignitaries 
of the Roman Church, and urged as a 
means of converting them to their ec- 
clesiastical system. It denotes an op- 
pression conducted by Christians; hence 
the term, “so-called Christian perse- 
cution.”—J. B. M.] I am concerned over 
the annexation of Strassbourg and Alsace 
[former German city and province] to 
France; here remains the admonition of 
the Lord Christ to follow him with 
patience. Matt. 10. 

I am indeed sorry that you have been 
so disturbed by those who think highly 
of themselves, and make laws of things 
which are not upheld in the Gospel. 
Had it been specified in the Apostolic 
letters how or wherewith a_ believer 
should be clothed, or whether he should 
go in this or that country and this were 





disobeyed, then these had something of 
which to speak; but it is more contrary, 
as pertains to the Gospel, to affix one’s 
conscience to a pattern of the hats, clothes, 
stockings, shoes, or the hair of the head, 
or make a distinction in which country 
one lives: and then, for one to under- 
take the enforcement of such regulations 
by punishing with the ban all who will 
not accept them, and to expel from the 
church, as a leaven, those who do not 
wish to avoid those thus punished, though 
neither the Lord Jesus in his Gospel or 
his holy Apostles have bound us to ex- 
ternal things, nor deemed it expedient 
to provide such regulations and laws. | 
agree with what the Apostle Paul says 
in Colossians 2 |verse 16], that the 
kingdom of heaven, or the kingdom of 
God is not obtained “in’ meat or in 
drink,” nor in this or that, in the form or 
pattern of clothing, to which things our 
dear Saviour does not oblige us. 

Wherefore then does our friend, Jacob 
Amman, undertake to make laws of such 
things for the people, and to expel from 
the church, those who will not obey 
him? If he considers himself a courier of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and seeks to 
administer the letter of the Law, then he 
must not wear two Coats, nor Carry Money 
in his purse, or shoes on his feet | Matt. 
10:10]. lf he does not adhere to the letter 
of his Lord, how dare he insist on 
obedience from his fellow men in regu- 
lations he has not received from his 
Lawmaker? Oh, that he might do as the 
Apostle Paul has done, in the fear of the 
Lord; showing meekness to all men. 
The counsel of the Apostle is, that the 
strong ought to bear the infirmities of 
the weak | Rom. 15:1-7]. 

In all of Paul’s letters we do not 
find one word in which he has given 
regulations concerning the forms of cloth- 
ing believers should have, but he = in- 
structed in all things to condescend to 
men of low estate | Rom. 12:16] according 
to all decency and modesty [I Tim. 2:19]. 
I hold that it is becoming to adapt the 
manner of dress to the customs of one’s 
environments, but it is reasonable that we 
abstain from luxuries, pride, and carnal 
worldly lusts; not immediately adopting 
the latest styles and fashions of apparel, 
which is certainly something to be re- 
proved, but when it has come into com- 
mon use then it is honorable to follow 
in such common apparel and walk in 
humility. But thanks be to God, I do 
not desire showy array or worldly lusts, 
and have always worn nearly the same 
pattern of clothes, but if | had dressed 
in modern fashion, should I then, for this 
reason be excommunicated? This would 
be unjust and contrary to Scripture. 
The Lord has indeed made regulations in 
the church of God, for punishment of the 
contentious, and those who conduct them- 
selves contrary to the ordinances of God, 
as set forth in the Gospel. Herein it must 
be determined whether the things we 
wish to bind are also bound there, or 
are commanded to be bound. 

The Holy Scriptures must be our unit 
of measurement: to this we must yield, 
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not running before it, but following; and 
that not untimely, but with care, fear, 
and regret, for it is a dangerous venture 
to step into the judgment of God and 
bind that which is not bound in heaven. 

So much written by love and truth to 
your service and instruction in’ things 
worth while. I can hardly leave off 
writing to you. The beloved heavenly 
lather and God of consolation sustain 
and strengthen you in all oppressions, 
and bless you in body and soul, to Iiis 
honor and to your salvation. 
l'rom me, your Brother, 


Amen. 


Gerhard Roosen of Hamburg. 








TILLMAN M. ERB, 1865-1929 


(Continued from first page) 


institution. In 1900 he purchased his 
father’s farm and developed a farm dairy 
business, retailing the products in New- 
ton. In 1910 he moved to a farm near 
llesston. 

The Erb home was blessed with eleven 
children, four boys and seven girls. One 
daughter died in infancy ; another burned 
to death in a tragic explosion in 1912 
which also burned Bro. Erb so badly that 
for seven weeks he could not write in 
his diary which was otherwise unin- 
terrupted for nearly sixty years. For a 
year he did not walk. After two more 
years one leg was amputated because cf 
unhealed sores. Many years later, in 1929, 
after years of suffering, the other leg was 
amputated because of the development of 
cancerous rom the effects of 
this operation he died. Bro. Erb took a 
great deal of satisfaction in his home life. 
His children have many happy memories 
of a home in which work and_ play, 
religion and culture, all had their right- 
ful place. Family worship was never 
omitted. There was much singing around 
the organ. The children learned to work, 
but they also had opportunity for edu- 
cation and social life. Nine children 
grew to maturity. Anna married L. O. 
King, a minister, two of whose sons are 
now ministers. Allen is a bishop, super- 
intendent of the Mennonite Hospital, La 
Junta, Colo., and for four years moderator 
of Mennonite General Conference. Mabel 
is the widow of James Kauffman, oldest 
son of Daniel Kauffman. Paul, a minister, 
has been teacher and administrator at 
Hesston and Goshen colleges, and is now 
editor of the Gospel Herald. Ruth, a 
nurse, married Clarence Ebersole. Jacob 
is a farmer at Wellman, lowa. Amy is 
the wife of a dairy farmer, IE. D. Hersh- 
berger. Tillman teaches in the high 
school at Denver, Colo. Leah is the wife 
of A. R. Yordy. All but the three 
youngest are Mennonites. 

Probably Bro. Erb’s greatest single 
contribution was in connection with Hess- 
ton College and Bible School. He had 
been disappointed in not being able to 
get more education himself. He wanted 
his children to have the advantages ine 
lacked. He had represented his district 
for a few years on the Mennonite Board 


tissue. 


of Education. One Sunday afternoon 
in his home with some visitors the con- 
versation turned to schools. Out of that 
came a question to the next session of 
conference relative to the establishment 
of a school in the West. The action was 
favorable, and a request was sent to the 
Board of Education. This board, in its 
1908 meeting, appointed a committee to 
locate the school and effect an organi- 
zation. Bro. Erb was on this committee. 
The school was located at 
largely because of the offer of his 
brother-in-law, A. L. Hess, to donate 
eighty acres of land. T. M. Erb was 
elected business manager of the new 
school, and in September, 1908, building 
was begun. The school began operations 
in 1909. Concerning that year Bro. Erb 
wrote in his diary, “It has marked quite 
an epoch in the history for me, since we 
got the new school at Hesston built and 
started.” As chairman of the local board 
to the time of his death, he had an 
influential part in the development of the 
institution, including the selection of per- 
sonnel and the growth of policies and 
traditions. Through twenty years he 
saw the academy become a college and 
send forth a large number of young men 
and women into the active work of the 
church. His last report, of the many 
which revealed a good bookkeeper’s me- 
ticulous care, showed total resources and 
assets of over $100,000. 

Even the end of his life seems, in the 
providence of God, to have been well 
managed. Granted a leave of absence 
in the fall of 1928, he started on a trip 
through the East and South to visit rela- 
tives. In Philadelphia a specialist ad- 
vised him to return home for an amputa- 
tion. On Jan. 13 he addressed a conjoint 
meeting of the Pennsylvania and Hesston 
congregations in an earnest appeal to 
stand true to the principles of the Men- 
nonite Church. As he left the hall to be 
taken to the hospital he turned at the 
door and waved what he must have felt 
was a farewell. The operation took place 
the next day. But his body could not 
overcome the shock, and he died early 
on the morning of January 25. “If God 
wills, I'll be ready to go any time,” was 
his last diary entry. He lies buried in the 
Pennsylvania cemetery, beside the church 
where he ministered so long, a quarter of 
a mile from the place where he began his 
happy married life, and only a few miles 
from the college campus which is his 
most eloquent monument. 


Scottdale, Pa. 


Hesston, 


HISTORICAL COMMITTEE MEETS 
J. C. Wencer, Secretary 

On Monday, April 11, 1949, the His- 
torical Committee of Mennonite General 
Conference met at the country home of 
Ira D. Landis, Lititz, Pennsylvania. There 
was an almost perfect attendance, J. B. 
Smith alone finding himself unable to 
meet with the group. Mrs. Landis and 
daughters served two excellent meals to 
the committee and its visitors in good 
Lancaster County style. 





